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“A Yiddishe gw\q&_s A woum
heard millions of times, and
probably just as often vEnmEm a
tear (or several) to the 36% €

ﬁmunwm who find their own 5@5&

‘ers in the lyrics:

A Yiddishe mama, zi' iz &
schenste in der velr

"A Viddishe mdma, 0y <

" ter ven zi i fehlt . :
Vi sheyn un gliklakh iz in mr:&
ven g mame iz do

Vi troyerik, finster vert ven ogtr
shikt ir af olawi hobo*

‘Call it shmaltz, or call it some-

thing else: The song projects what
some might call an idealized im-
age of the Jewish mother. But no
one would argue that it is a heart-
felt expression of love and admi-
ration.

Identity — in our case Jewish
.EQEQII starts with the mother:
Her role.is defined through a tra-
dition that reaches back to Sarah,
Rivkah, Leah and Rachel; to Mo-

.ses’ natural mother, Yocheved,
as well as-t6 Pharaoh’s daughter;
his adoptive mother; to Naomi,-
Ruth’s” mother-in-law;- to: Bath-
‘sheva, :dEoE:m a dying David to
declare her-son the rightful king.
And let 'us not forget Hannah,
whose pleading before God for a
child led the priest Eli to accuse
her of drunkenness. Many more
Hannahs have striven with Di-
vinity, with rabbis'and with other

authorities, acquiring the reputa-
tion for dedication and sacrifice.
There is no danger of overesti-
mating the role played by the Yid-
dishe mama. Rather, there is the
danger .of stereotyping, and the
almost irrational need to demys-

tify something that seems more

part of the past than of the pres-
ent. In the very complex fabric of
the . Jewish m&bﬁ? the Yiddishe

"mama embodies dedication, but

also an emancipated spirit that
is passed to daughters and sons,
from one generation to another,
through millennia. She might be
the guardian of Jewish- culinary
art —so different in Eastern Eu-
rope from that of the Jews of Ye-
men, Iran, Bokhara, Western Fu-
rope and America. But she is also
the guardian of tradition, aware
of the cycles of holidays and of the
role of Jewish education. Sheisthe

guardian of the family’s health,

education and wealth. She often
gauges their best intefests bet-

ter than they-can: s&ﬁ nmamwa to
pursue, who would make a good
spousé, where to invest money or
where to give tzedakah.
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“That today we live:under cit-

ey

‘ .nEﬂﬂmﬂnmm of wHOmoc,bm nrmm%

HEQ gm “also

tity _3025 as’
nrmbm& mgcmcnm Hn<m& trends:
“that did* not 8_59: En gen- .

uts: increasing -
&mmoruﬂob of m:m: s, E&E&n
ngmudmmnw, the 1 Eﬂ,nmwn in sin-
enthood.. Mothers work
he- voam. and childrén
' hours with baby .
ﬁﬁ.w and ‘day-care providers Q.EB
with Em woman who gave gir
to them. One child is ?mmad,m&
over three or more. Add to this
the powerful discontinuity in
our days, which assumes forms
impossible to ignore: mixed
marriages, adoptive parents, ‘the
surrogate ‘mother, the father as
single parent, the homosexual
parent or family. Under these cit-
cumstances, is a Yiddishe mama
still possible? And if yes; isn’t she
rather an anachronism? In our
world of so many emancipations,
we no longer know: whether the
baby (whose sex might be a cri-
terion for giving birth instead. of

3
ecoriomic m:m goﬂom_nﬁ equa-
tions mwmmw in favor of it.-

Tobe a Jewish mother today is
quite different from what if used
to be in the shtetl of East Europe
or the ghettos of the West. There
is a continuity in Jewishness that
defines what motherhood should
be. Indeed, Judaism attaches to
motherhood a tremendous im-
portance, not.only as a biological
Ursprung, but also as a source of-
character building and spiritual-

ity. During the long history of:the -

Jews; and especially during the

E&oamﬁmﬁ mothers wnm::mn_ an’

aura-that reflects 2 commitment
transcending instinct. Therefore,
whether in families of Orthodox
or of atheistic En_:z_co? moth-
ers are HmEmE_um_..nm Many new

mothers take it upon’ nrnamm?am
to ensure a continuity of spirit

.and values that is &mmﬁ.ﬁ: from’

others. And: here, I am: not sure
that they are mcwwoina in‘this nml
fort'as muchi as they deserve:

The Yiddishe mama in Buda-.

pestor “Bucharest, Betlin or Patis,
Antwerp or London is m.novmv?
more in tune with the lyrics of
‘the song than the wns:mr,aoﬂru

. -ers of Manhattan or Los Angeles,

of Dallas or Minneapolis, of Jo-
rmzbnm?:..m ot m«&b@ But what

o

counts in the end are the sons
and daughters who will respond.,
when they hear:

I long to’ hold her hand once
:ﬁ:.n as in days gone by

--And ask her to forgive me \3
:::mm Fdid that Ea&m rmw cry.

Ok know Q‘Ea Iowe Sm& ~ am
8&3\ : :
Ho “that &mnﬂ little Na&\ 50" QE .

and. gray

To 'that wonderful S&mi\_m
mama, mama mine. ,
" In this world of shorter and
shorter BmEo.Jm of Emgacam.
of Hcmgbm and Om running away
from tradition, " the Yiddishe
' mama E_mrﬂ not be remembered’
for the qualities ‘exalted in the
song but for something very dif-
ferent from the old-fashioned
image it evokes. And when this
happens, it will be because she
showed the strength of character
that ‘makes’ giving birth a con-
tract not with the past, but with
the future!

- * Lyrics by Jack Yellen and Lew
Pollack



